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Swajan Of Great Lakes thanks all the contributors for their kind donation and support
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Norma, Ashish, Alicia, Monica and Jay Sarkar
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Selvi, Sanjib, Shriya, Shriti & Ayushi Roy Chowdhury
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X3

S

R/
£ X4

Lalitha Misra, Ajay, Pragya, Divya, Jaya Choudhury
Arpita, Aniruddha, Ayush & Ashmit Deb

Dipika, Santanu Neha & Nisha Ray
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Debalina, Krisanu and Diya Bandyopadhyay
Sujata, Abhijit Sarkar
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Kisa, Babu, Sreemona, Sreyan & Shinjan Bandyopadhyay
Shangrila, Subhasis & Kinjal Dey
Sujata, Abhijit, Anirban Sarkar
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Sampa, Sandip, Sohan & Sampoorna Sarkar
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Ananya, Anirban, Naiya & Arko Sarkar
Piki, Ranajit, Ishita & Ishan Ghosh

Jhumpa, Pritam, Pritisha, Priyan Sarkar
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Fanny Raina, Joy Duttagupta & Praneeth

G
°

Namita, Bhanu, Ankan and Arpan Bhattacharya
* Abhijit, Mahua Ghosh

Sandip, Soma Mukherjee

Dr Amit Ghosh

Jayeeta, Jishnu, Ritom and Sham Sen
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I]lrgradaPu njo 2021 Nirghanta

Saturday Oct9
D 5-6 pm SasthiBodhon  7:30 am Pujo reperation
: 6-7:30 pm Dinner 8:30-11:30 am Pujo

7:45 pm Cultural Program 10 am Saptami Anjali
- Singer Ms Shilpi Kundu 11 am Maha Astami Anjali

N Durg

945pmwrnpup

= 'Sunday Oct10 12 pm Lunch
8:30 am Pujo 2 pm Cultural - Local Program
11:30 am Lunch 4 pm Sandha Aroti
o2 pm Cultural - Local 4:15 pm Dandiya Dance
| 5 pm Snack
5:15 pm B-Hive Band
- Musical Evening
7:45 pm Dinner

rga Puja

CULTURAL EVENTS DURGA PUJA 202]
Friday (8" Oct) Saturday (9" Oct) Sunday (10" Oct)
7:50 pm 2:00 pm 2:21 pm
Presient's Welcoming message Welcoming message

Welcoming message

Welcoming Message by
Swajan Cultural
Committee

Drama Chorered Lajja Hala
written by Shayamaltanu
Dasgupta

Bong Connection

Musical Program By
Singer Ms. Shilpi Kundu
New Jersey

Indian Fusion

Kotha O Gaane Sarodiya Adda

Dance Drama “Lukochuri” based
on Rabindranath Tagore's poem

Melody Pop

Garba/Dandiya at Gym, 4 pm

Odyssey presents a musical

“AAY AMRA BENDHE BENDHE

THAKI” Togetherness

Live Band - B Hive, Texas
5:00 pm

Bollywood Fusion Dance
Hilsa Ka Jaisa dance group




A TG

Congratulations to Class of 2021!!

Ritom Sen son of Jayeeta and
Jishu Sen, attending University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor,
MI. Major: Data Science

“Do your best, enjoy life,
school is important,
do not ignore mental
health”

Pallavi Ghosh daughter of Indrani
and Dipak Ghosh, attending
Case Western Reserve
University, OH. Major: Biology

“Focus more on the present. Don’t
regret the past and be assured for
what is yet to come — appreciate
the here and now”

Mihika Thakurta daughter of
Shahana and Kuntal Thakurta,
attending University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, Ml.
Major: Electrical Engineering

Prisha Guha daughter of Ranjana
and Debojit Guha, attending
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.
Major: Architecture

“Passionate about designing
various things, so | chose
Architecture as my field of
study. | enjoy swimming, artistic
swimming, and scuba diving. |
enjoyed participating in Swajan
cultural dance in the past”

Praneeth Raina Dattagupta
son of Fanny Raina and Twish
Dattagupta, attending Michigan
State University School,
Lansing, MI. Major: Biomedical
Engineering

“Love to make video and music
Love sports like Kendo & archery.
Wherever | go Swajan will always

be part of me”

Ateendra (Ankush) Ghosh son of
Mohua and Abhijit Ghosh,
attending Michigan State of
Michigan, Lansing, MI.
Major: Business
“I get things done at the nick of
time but get it done correctly. | love
being part of Swajan community that

reflects our heritage and culture”

Special congratulations to daughters of Selvi and Sanjib Roychoudhury !! Ayushi Roychoudhury (Class of 2021,
attending University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. School of Engineering), Shria Roychoudhury (Class of 2020,
attending University of Detroit Mercy, Detroit, MIl. Major: Direct Physician assistance program) and Shriti
Roychoudhury (Class of 2020, attending University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. Major: Business).
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Congratulations to Class of 2020!!

Michigan State University, Lansing, MI.

Congratulations to Urvi Chakraborty daughter of Mala and Biswadip Chakraborty (class of 2020), attending

Anishka Roy daughter of Anjali and Biplab Roy
(class of 2020)

Attending University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL.

Major: Mechanical Engineering

“Be proud of your accomplishments and
remember to enjoy every bit of the journey
as you navigate through middle/high school”

Aarushi Ganguly daughter of Tania and
Snehasish Ganguly
(class of 2020)
Attending University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, MI. Major: LSA, Public Health

Aarushi Ganguly graduated from Greenhills School in
2020 and is planning to study Public health at
University of Michigan where she is among the 15
Stamps scholars for the class of 2024. Her life
aspiration is to help in the fight towards collective
liberation. Her advice for the younger ones-Don't give
yourenergy to people who don't reciprocate.

Anirban Sarkar son of Sujata and Abhijit Sarkar
(class of 2020)
Attending University of California, Berkeley, CA.
Major:Electrical Engineering &
Computer Science (EECS)

Dwaipayan Saha son of Papiya and Debashis Saha
(class of 2020)
Attending Princeton University, Princeton, NJ.
Major: Operational research and
financial engineering

I am a sophomore at Princeton University majoring in
Mathematics and Economics. | have a keen interest
toward financial mathematics and it's intersection
with Machine Learning. Outside of school | enjoy
tennis, reading, and working out. My biggest piece of
advice is to not let any goal frighten you away, no
matter how daunting it may seem. A combination of
learning to accept failures and stubborn perseverance
will almost always get you close to that goal, if not
achieveit.
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DearAll,

The festive week of Durga Puja is here. The fragrance of the orange and white flowers (ﬁ‘@% )

mingles with the autumn breeze to herald Durga Puja, and here at the advent of autumn, days start becoming
shorter, trees start changing color and shedding their leaves leading to the wonderful time of the year with a
packed festive season. But the festivities are inferior this year as the pandemic quietly overtakes the sound of
festivities.

With coronavirus playing the spoilsport over the past two years, this pandemic has led to a devastation on
human life and brought an unprecedented challenge to social life and to entire humanity.

Now is the time for global solidarity and support to our societies, reviving our culture and establishing
happiness. Together we can overcome this intertwined impact of the pandemic and renew joy and prosperity.

Though it's one of the toughest years to conduct the Pujo, but we believe wholeheartedly that Ma Durga
will bestow her blessings upon us, eliminating all evils with her power and showering compassion to entire
humanity.

Going back to childhood days with many fond memories over the years, family reunion during the puja
days, making of narkol naru and kheer naru (sweets) during puja time, pandal hopping plans, the sheer joy of
notun jama (new clothes) and new sharodia magazines ... ah yes! those days were beautiful and rejuvenating.
Bishorjon (immersion) used to moisten our eyes and made us emotional due to the thought of Ma Durga
leaving for her in-laws’ place. We optimists, living abroad, celebrate a shortened version of Durga Pujo with
the same passion, enthusiasm, and, excitement will again reminisce about those beautiful memories.

This is a very special year for everyone. Swajan stood by the local community, initiated Covid
fundraising through members, donated to a few organizations in India and ground-level volunteers to assist
them in urgent medical care, medicines, hospitalization, oxygen, packaged foods and other staff. Swajan
governing body would like to thank everyone who has helped in fundraising and donated to Covid fund.

Swajan has grown remarkably in the last few years. Warm welcome to the new families in our
community. It’s great to see many families coming forward in preparation of the biggest event of the year.

My sincere thanks & gratitude to all Swajan members and those who have not only come forward for the
Pujo, but also encouraged and helped us in planning and executing a successful celebration. None of this
would have been possible without you all.

I earnestly pray for a happy and safe Durgo Pujo 2021 for all and look forward to everyone's gracious
presence for those 3 days at Saline Liberty School, MI, USA.

Ushering in rays of happiness, amidst the ongoing tough time. Subho Saradiya!

Pritam Sarkar
President, Swajan of Great Lakes
October, 2021
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Swajan Governing Body 2021

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Principal Planner

BOARD OF OFFICERS

President
Pritam Sarkar

Presidential

Group

[ Sandip Mukherjee
Planner
Committee
[ Senior Planner
Bhanu Bhattacharya
Principal Auditor
[ Mridul Halder
Audit
Committee
| Senior Auditor
Bhaswar Dutta

Vice President
Kuntal Biswas

Prime Secretary

Vadaraj BT

Joint Secretary

Twish Dattagupta

Cultural Secretary

Jayeeta Sen

Secretarial

Group

Assistant

Cultural Secretary

Tanima Basu
Mrinmoy Karmakar

Food & Hospitality

Secretary
Rituparna Mahanta

Associate Secretary

Food & Hospitality
Rajesh Chowdhury

Chief Treasurer

[ Aniruddha Deb

Treasury

Group

I Associate Treasurer

Anirban Sarkar
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Usha Naidu

Banking Center Manager
Vice President-M|

unaidu@comerica.com
Office » 734.761.5790
Fax e 734.761.8042
NMLS 1D » #538441

Comerica Bank

MC 9438

2665 Plymouth Rd
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

You can say :

Please contact

Usha Naidu for any banking needs and
she also specializes in small business loans.
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Compliments from Compliments from
Famil 47230 W 10 Mile Rd,
y Novi, MI, 48374
Acro Fast Facts
SERVICES CREDENTIALS
Managed Service Pravider = 42 offices worldwide (Livonia, MI HQ)
Vendor Management System * One of the largest Minority Business
staffing Solutions Enterprises in the staffing industry.
Recruitment Process Outsourcing J7 years of profitable growth
Technalogy Services Over $500M in 2019 projected revenue
High D&B rating
COMMITMENT Top minority-owned workforce solutions
: : provider - Staffing Industry Analysts
IS0 9001:2015 registered .
CMM Level 3 Certified
Governance Committee, Detroit i N Col Parsr
Regional Chamber of Commerce ke e o
Chair Emeritus, Asian Pacific American e '
' 1 +
Chamber of Commerce (APACC) H ser ILL' ON
INDERRAAMACEMENT
Active in communities we serve UNDERAVIANAGEMENT
Headquarter contact Information
= v‘ 39209 W. 5ix Mile Road, Suite 250, Livenis, Michigan
48152, US.A
SERVICE CORPORATION Telephone: {734] 591-1100
]
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YOUR
RELIABLE .

Pk n i

IT’S YOUR FUTURE,

CALL THE EXPERT,
MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE!

Email - dave@pdave.com, Website - www.pdave.com
Cell - 734-620-2233
BROKERAGE WITH REAL ESTATE INE (734) 455 7000
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Mithun Bhowmick moved to Michigan from Mumbai in August 2015 and was associated with SWAJAN from 2017 onwards. He is
anIT guy by profession but is always inclined to writing poetry and songs as a hobby. He primarily writes in Hindi and Bengali and has
his YouTube channel where he and his son publish their poems and songs. He always considers SWAJAN as his extended family away
from home.
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Sohini Ghose
One Way - A Digital College

With the Goddess's arrival,
our hearts and souls are
pulled in one direction, in
“one way,” towards our
Motherland, towards the
home that we have all left
behind. This digital collage
is an expression of the
emotions [ feel every pujo
that I spend away from my
homeland.

Artwork by
Mainak Mitra
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Artwork by
Pritisha Sarkar (Grade 3)

Artwork by Artwork by
Sampurna Chaudhuri (Amy) (Grade 6)  Sampurna Chaudhuri (Amy) (Grade 6)
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Artwork by
Samridh Halder (Grade 3)

Artwork by Artwork by
Anwita Dutta Sreeja Banerjee (Grade 6)
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Aarya Banerjee (Hiya)

Palm Tree

Sruku.i. Mk fo
[Eantin] LtnGred

Aarya Banerjee (Hiya)
May Sweet Home

Artwork by
Srija Rajini Mahanta

Artwork by
Srija Rajini Mahanta
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Snehasis Ganguly
Richard's Love Story

R ichard met Beth in high school. They instantly fell
in love. After high school, Richard was able to
live the American dream. He got a factory job. It was
hard work, but he was young and was able to survive
the rigor of the job. He continued his steady climb up
the ranks of union workers. Beth on the other hand,
went to college and got a degree. They married a few
years later. They had a house in suburbia. Soon they had
four kids. Beth stayed home to take care of them. She
had very few hobbies. However, one thing she cared
about deeply was her ancestry. When she was only ten,
her parents and her brothers and sisters migrated from
Greece. They used to live in a very beautiful island
called Santorini. However, poverty and lack of income
and the opportunity that was found in America made
them come there. The one constant memory that Beth
had was of her Grandma in Greece making hand-woven
scarves. They would then sell it to the few tourists who
would show up. The scarves were similar to other hand-
woven scarves from different parts of the world.
However, they would be hand-worked with Greek
mythology characters and Greek letters. Sometimes
they would have pictures of the archaeological findings
in their island and surrounding islands. As a result, the
scarves were very unique.

Slowly, years passed in America. Beth was busy
raising kids. One day all of them left home and they
became empty nesters. Beth took up a job as substitute
teacher. It helped with getting medical coverage for the
whole family. Richard was all right, but due to factory
work and the repetitive nature of his job, his back
started hurting. Still he continued by shifting to a desk
job, which would challenge his body less.
Unfortunately, Beth had more physical problems. She
survived with assistance and Richards' love. He was
always so gentle and caring. He would come around
and help her with the wheelchair. Richard also
struggled a lot with the hospital bills. He saved every
penny he could to pay for the medical bills for his wife.
It was tough but they survived. Being a substitute
teacher and with flexible hours, Beth managed to
continue her work. One of the things that helped Beth
survive all the problems was the availability of internet.
Her Grandma had died a long time ago. In the
beginning, she would send her scarves through the
postal service with her hard-earned money. Beth's

parents would send Grandma some dollars to help out.
Later, when Grandma died, Beth would just look at the
internet for Greek scarves. She became an avid
collector and filled up her closets and basement with
the scarves. Richard loved his wife a lot and
encouraged this habit, even though the amount of
scarves that his wife got made it a big burden to store in
their modest house. Beth and Richard's daughter would
occasionally wear these scarves. They were
appreciated a lot at the parties.

Years passed and then one day the unexpected
happened. Beth passed away rather quickly after a brief
stay in the hospital. Her immunity had fallen to such an
extent that she couldn't survive for a long time. Richard
was very heartbroken. To somehow get out of the
mental stress, he went to work after only a couple of
days. With his children's help he slowly cleared out his
wife's stuff. The last remaining thing were the boxes of
scarves. Richard didn't want to let go of them. But he
was bound by Beth's last wishes on her death bed as
well as her will. She wanted to donate all the scarves to
an orphanage in Greece that she found. So, one day
with a heavy heart Richard took it to a DHL shop and
sent it out to Santorini.

A few months later, Richard found the loneliness
unbearable. He started dating again. He started by
looking on the internet at a dating site. After a few
mishaps, an immigrant woman from Russia replied to
his ad. Her name was Isabella. Her grown-up son had
sponsored her visa, set her up with an apartment and
some pension from Russia. He also set her up with
some other income and even a part-time job as a
translator of documents. However, the lady was very
lonely. Like Richard, she was looking for a partner to
spend her golden years with. Very soon, they met and
started going out on dates and developed a steady
relationship. Isabella found out about his family and
Beth. She was very comfortable in the relationship.
Soon, Richard realized that he didn't need to save
money for anyone. He was a fiscally conservative
person, but he started spending little by little on his
dates. Isabella was a perceptive woman and she slowly
drew out Richard. Richard realized that with his life
savings, a booming stock market and the pension, he
could spend more money. Soon, they started going out
on cruises. One day, Isabella had a surprise for Richard.
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“Hey, let's go on a Mediterranean cruise.”
“Okay, that should be fun.”

A few weeks later the couple touched down in Italy
and set out on the cruise. They left the port in Italy and
went on their cruise ship. After going around in that
ship, night fell. Richard went to sleep in the cabin he
was sharing with Isabella thinking about the next day.
He had only a vague idea where the ship was going. He
didn't care. He was having the time of his life.

The next morning, it was a bit late when Isabella
woke himup.

“Wake up, wake up, Richard,” she shouted.

“Huh...” Richard had no idea. He knew that
breakfast was available all day on the ship. “Um, where
arewe?”

“We are getting down on the island in Greece. We
have eight hours to spend on this island and then we
need to be back on the ship.”

“Oh, Okay.” Richard mumbled. “Sounds like
fun.” He got up and got dressed. Soon Isabella and he
were walking on that island. Richard had least idea of
where they were. But he didn't really care. He was
happier with Isabella. But the thought of his wife Beth
was always something to bother him. He found that
more time he spent with Isabella, he was slowly
overcoming his tragedy. Soon, they came around a

bend and walked up to a small building. It looked like a
school. They entered inside. Richard had complete
faith on Isabella. They entered a door and Richard was
completely surprised. The room was big and there were
a lot of children standing in attention on the opposite
wall. They were all wearing Beth's donated scarves!!

“Oh is this the orphanage? Wait, is this Santorini?”’
Richard exclaimed.

“Yes, itis dear,” Isabella was beaming.

Richard was very happy. His eyes were moist with
tears. Soon the children started singing a traditional
Greek song. One of the teachers picked up a guitar and
played. An older kid picked up a violin too. The song
started getting loud and very rhythmic. It was a folksy
foot-tapping music.

Isabella started dancing and Richard joined soon.
Beth had shown him moves from Greek dance.
Towards the crescendo, Richard remembered what he
had to do. He tangled his leg with Isabella in the
traditional Greek manner.

“Oppa!”, he shouted. “Oppa!” came the traditional
Greek cheer.

When the song ended, he hugged Isabella and
kissed her.

“Thank you, thank you, thank you for this,” he
cried.

AQUASIGHT

REAL-TIME INTELLIGENCE
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iTek People Inc

About Us Cutsourcing Consulting Technology Careers Employment
Services Services Solutions Referral Program

Offering Outsourcing,
Consuting and
Technology Solutions

About iTek People Inc i
Careers @ iTek People Inc
iTek Peope Inc is a technology consulting and service orientated IT Sales company

dedicated to provide innowvative technology sclutions and services to our customers. » Systems Analyst (Job Code = 5A)
Our company ethos is to assist clients in addressing specific business challenges and
recommend only the solutions that increase their IT performance, security and » Software Engineer (Job Code = SE)

business processes while Improving their bottom line.

m Apply For 3 Job >»

Consulting Solutions

Your Indian Grocery Store

35576 Grand River Ave.
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335

Tel: 248 - 536 - 2676

. Fax.: 248 -987 - 2813

Best Wishes to Swajan on Occasion of Durga Pujo 2018
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MORTGAGE RATES ARE LOW!! ,
SUNDARBAN'S FISH BAZAR
IT'S THE BEST TIME TO LOCK LOWER RATES A m?ﬂﬁ&m m:ﬂ“
BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE Woserse: CTTT) BT e (T} 45 1203
REACH OUT TO US FOR GREAT RATES WE DD DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME
By Nrr i e D P il e e i
From excellent communication & competitive rates to sasy
applications and fast closings, everything we do is to help you
get into your dream home or refinance faster. We are martgage
experts, so we do morngages best
i"» 5 Star Reting company on Zillow and Google Reviews
Personalized Services for each client needs
Experienced team 1o handle complex loan scenarios
Guaranteed lowest competitive rates
Purchase - Refinance - Cash Out
2 Licensed in M1, TX, NJ, CA, GA, VA
i fotgg B g om TP ecagiolanmd s st e Bom |l s,
st b do-Fn o Pasnghatenis o gnd Cooidag bgmssnty
e o st
Hemakumar Balakrishnan(Hemanth) Wi m wfl P Pl ol me i o fpresgen Yooy, i Bociles Mooy,
Mortgage Loan Originator g, Laek i dggmetoary Snpcion, B, Pt Faklon sl
MMLS: 1804741 Pt (RETE.
hemanth@sistarmongage. com W G oy Rangiadehe Suprts
11-248-202-7585 o e 1 e kg Soaces
.E-;:! . 1
VEQETABLES | POOJA ITEMD | SPICES
0 KITCHEN PRODLCTS | RICE, FLOUR, DRAINS | FRINTS
AN
% 5 i
i *\}]‘1 £
¢ i “”'. !
fi ‘if’-f’ﬁﬁ??j’_f" ) €
I'ﬁ'] - "’:8 2% |i: i
ww.vanifood.com
36350 W 10 Mlle Rd, Farmington Hilla, 45335
{Betbween Haggerty & Haisted)
Info@vaniiood.com
e olop shapping place for youn all Tndian Preduce
]
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Bombay Grocers Inc. é

Gr—A—

@ Authentic Indian Groceries & Spices S
3010 Packard Rd Contact: Milan Patel
Ann Arbor, Ml 48108
Phone: 734-971-7707 Hours:- XS
Fax: 734-971-7706 Monday to Sunday 11:00 am - 9:00 pm @

AW O X A—AQW OX A=AV OX— A=AV OX=

WE OFFER

A BROAD RANGE OF -

SERVICES FOR | 470 @)
INDIVIDUALS AND [ &7 54 @

BUSINESS OWNERS: &, & 72
WE ARE EXPERIENGED

ORI GR=A

PROFESSIONAL AND FRIENDLY. }

NOHAD AJROUCHE ,MBA XS

(313]570-3110 @

ANIL SAKHUJA, MBA, CPA, CEMA
[313)617-3596

C\}

+ ACCOUNTING /BOOKKEEPING « PAYROLL = SALES/USE TAX/IFTA

=« INDIVIDUAL TAXES = BUSINESS TAXES « NON-PROFIT TAXES, ETC.

= FRANCHISE ,GAS STATIDNS * ACGOUNTING AND TAXES >§
@
S

= IWWE SPECIALIZE IN LOGISTICS [TRUCKING,

OUR RATES ARE AFFORDABLE WE ARE A PART OF YOUR COMMUNITY
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

TR GRATI GR—AT

NG QY ~v—-XO) QL ~—-XG) QY~v—-XGH) QYK
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THE
MULLICK
FOUNDATION

The Mullick Foundation is a private family
o foundation based in Saline, ML @

' o’ The Mullick family has been supporting causes close to their heart for years. @
® Prior to the formal formation of the foundation, they would come across -

e issues in the community. friends in need, or stories about strangers ".

™ seeking assistance, and do their part to help. ®

® The Mullick Foundation was formed in May 2011 as an avenue to continue *®
philanthropic endeavors as a family for many vears to come.

—

VALUES

We believe that making a difference for even a handful of people
will motivate them to do the same one day.

We believe in giving people a chance at opportunities they
may otherwise not have.

We believe in our communities.

s Lo A

L4 @
.o. AREAS OF IMPACT ..'
%, WASHTENAW COUNTY o
' o Giving back to the community where we live and work o’
) e
®e INDIAN COMMUNITY .
e Promoting and supporting Indian people, o’
'o. organizations, and culture as a whele, .-'
%o, YOUTH / EDUCATION i
S Previding young people with greater cccess o

» to education and opportunities to grow. .
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