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Helping families make
their next move with confidence.

Angelo Naci is a Metro Detroit Realtor® who has helped
100+ families buy, sell, and invest in real estate. Recognized
as a Top 5% Realtor in South East Michigan, Angelo
combines local market knowledge, strong negotiation,
and personalized service to help his clients achieve
their real estate goals.
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the families that make Metro Detroit home.
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Strengthening the fabric of our community.

Old National proudly supports Swajan's Annual Fall Festival.

As much as we are a financial institution, Old National is a group of parents, volunteers, artists,
athletes, neighbors and friends. By making investments of our time, talent and treasure, we work

with you to strengthen the fabric of our community.

El OLD NATIONAL BANK'

Serving Washtenaw County with 5 locations.
734.887.2600 | www.oldnational.com

Member FDIC i&oer

oldnational.com




THE
MULLICK
FOUNDATION

The Mullick Foundation is a private family
o foundation based in Saline, ML ®

i The Mullick family has been supporting causes close to their heart for years. e
i Prior to the formal formation of the foundation, they would come across %
o issues in the community, friends in need, or stories about strangers s
2 seeking assistance, and do their part to help. ®e

° The Mullick Foundation was formed in May 2011 as an avenue to continue L
philanthropic endeavors as a family for many years to come.

Y%

VALUES

We believe that making a difference for even a handful of people
will motivate them to do the same one day.

We believe in giving people a chance at opportunities they
may otherwise not have.

We believe in our communities.

- AREAS OF IMPACT A

° WASHTENAW COUNTY @
' =t Giving back to the community where we live and work. ®

® INDIAN COMMUNITY ol
& Promoting and supporting Indian pecple, ®
° organizations, and culture as a whole. ®

® YOUTH / EDUCATION o
A Providing young people with greater access ®
b to education and opportunities to grow. ®
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Swajan Governing Body 2026

President
Anupam Banerjee

Vice President
Mithun Bhowmick
Prime Secretary Joint Secretary
Mukul Mitra Saurish Chakravarty
Cultural Secretary Associate Cultural Secretary Food Secretary
Baishali Tikadar Indranil Ray Arijit Roy

Associate Food Secretary

Abhishek Mukherjee
Chief Treasurer Associate Treasurer
Sourav Kundu Pritam Sarkar
Principal Planner Senior Planner
Twish Dattagupta Abhijit Ghosh
Principal Auditor Senior Auditor
Anirban Sarkar Krisanu Bandyopadhyay




U TS

T ST ARV (Acbuowledgment) nmm—w—

Swajan recognizes and express sincere gratitude to
you for your kind support and Contribution for
2026 Durga Puja
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Presidend s Message: 2026

Dear Swajan Family,
Warm greetings to you all.

Swajan of Great Lakes is now 19 years old, aremarkable journey built on community, friendship, culture,
and countless shared memories. For nearly ten of those years, my family's story has also been closely
intertwined with Swajan.

Our journey with Swajan began in 2016. At the time, I could not have imagined how important this
community would eventually become to our family. Looking back today, I realize that Swajan is much more
than the three days we come together to celebrate Durga Puja. Over the years, it has become a little piece of
home for us, thousands of miles away from where many of our own stories began.

My daughter, Hiya, is now 10, and my son, Piku, is 7. In many ways, they have grown up within the
Swajan community. The excitement leading up to Puja, cultural programs and rehearsals, meeting friends,
sharing meals, running around together, and simply being part of the celebration - these experiences are
becoming part of their childhood memories.

As a father, there are few things more meaningful to me than that.

Living thousands of miles away from India, we often wonder how our children will develop a connection
with the culture, traditions, language, and relationships that shaped us. Swajan has given our family a place
where those connections can grow naturally - not simply by teaching our children about our culture, but by
giving them the opportunity to experience it.

Andyet, [ believe Swajan's greatest strength is not any particular program, visiting artist, or celebration.

Swajan's greatest strength is its people.

For 19 years, countless individuals and families have contributed their time, energy, ideas, and love to
build this organization. Some have been on stage; others have worked quietly behind the scenes. Some have
organized cultural programs, some have raised sponsorships, some have decorated, served food, coordinated
logistics, or stayed late into the night preparing for the next day.

Many of those contributions may never receive public recognition. But every one of them has helped
create the Swajan we know today.

Swajan may mean something different to each one of us. For some, it is Durga Puja. For others, it is
friendship and community. For some, it is music, food, culture, or an opportunity to remain connected with
our roots while building our lives far away from home.

But behind all of those experiences is one idea that brings us together — the meaning of the word
Swajan: our own people.

So, as we come together for Durga Puja this year, | have one small request.

Please do not come only as a guest. Come thinking of it as your own Puja.
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Meet someone new. Lend a hand where you can. Encourage a child after a performance. Welcome a
family attending Swajan for the first time. Tell us when we can do something better -and when something goes
well, take a moment to appreciate the volunteers who made it possible.

Because ultimately, Swajan does not belong to one President, one Executive Committee, or a group of
volunteers.
Swajan belongs to all of us.

As we honor the love and dedication of those who have built this organization over the past 19 years, let
us also look toward the generation that will carry it forward.

This year, we have also taken on an initiative that is particularly close to our hearts - the journey to bring a
new Durga Protima for our Swajan family as next year we will be approaching 20" Durga Puja. This is
more than acquiring a new Protima for our annual Puja. It is something we hope will become part of Swajan's
story for many years to come.

Making this possible requires the support of our entire community, and we have therefore undertaken a
special fundraising effort toward this goal. Every contribution, regardless of its size, represents something
larger than a donation. It represents our collective ownership of Swajan and an investment in a tradition that
we hope to pass from one generation to the next.

Iinvite every Swajan family to be a part of this journey and help us bring our new Durga home.
Together, let us write the next chapter of Swajan.

On behalf of my family, I wish you and your loved ones a joyful and memorable Durga Puja. May these
three days bring us friendship, laughter, new memories, and - most importantly, the joy of being together.

Shubho Sharodiya!
With warm regards,
Anupam Banerjee

President
Swajan of Great Lakes
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Swajan Congratulates the Graduation of 2026 !!

We Wish you all the very Best for your bright future

Aapratim Bhowmick — Hi, I graduated from International
Academy, Okma. Currently a freshman at Michigan State
University and a part of the Lyman-Briggs College. [ am majoring
in Neuroscience and am on the Pre-Med track. I have been part of
Swajan for years, and | have made some of my fondest memories
through it. I loved being part of all the dance performances at each
Durga Puja, having fun with my friends, and performing in front
of others. Those 3 days of puja always remain the most precious to
me, something I look forward to every year. Each memory was
special, and [ am so glad I got to create them!

Anaya Dastidar — Anaya Dastidar graduated from Washtenaw
International High School this summer and has started an exciting
new chapter at Harvard University, where she is studying
Economics and Government. Her passion, however, is creating
things, whether through painting, jewelry, baking, sewing,
sculpting, or whatever project can keep her occupied.

Anaya also cares deeply about making a difference. She held
national leadership roles with Amnesty International and
continues to pursue her interests in human rights, social service,
and sustainability at Harvard. She believes that making the world
a little better and making something beautiful are equally
worthwhile pursuits.

Born in 2008, Anaya has attended every Swajan Durga Puja since
its inaugural celebration that same year. Durga Puja has always
been special to her because it keeps her connected to her culture,
family, and roots. While she's now in Boston, we're pretty sure her
perfect attendance streak isn't over yet, she'll just be celebrating a
little farther from home while carrying those traditions with her
wherever she goes.
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Swajan Congratulates the Graduation of 2026 !!

We Wish you all the very Best for your bright future

Anwita Dutta — Graduated from Ann Arbor Pioneer High School
in 2026. I'm currently a freshman planning to study Computer
Engineering at University of Michigan. Some of my favorite
memories from high school came from singing with other people
in choir, and being part of a community through music. In the same
way, Swajan has given me another community to be a part of
where I've had the opportunity to connect with people who share
my culture, make new friends, and create lasting memories
together. One of my favorite parts of being involved in Swajan
over the years has been celebrating Durga Pujo together,
especially dancing with everyone!

Vihaan Das — Hi, I'm Vihaan, and I graduated from Northville
High School this past spring. I am currently attending the
University of Michigan College of Engineering where I am
studying Physics and Electrical Engineering. I moved to
Michigan when [ was 12, during the summer before 8th grade, and
many of my oldest friends here were made through Swajan. My
favorite Swajan memories were meeting everyone at the summer
picnic and helping out with food service at Durga Puja. I think
Swajan was a core part of my social life for the past 6 years now,
and I would have had a much harder time adjusting after moving
here if it wasn't for this amazing community.
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Painted by Adreeneel Roy

10



Painted by Ujaan Saha
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Why We Love Being Raptors

Swajan Raptors Durga Puja Fundraising

During Durga Puja, our Swajan Raptors come together not just to have fun, but to learn, work as a team,
and give back to the community. Last year, our young Raptors raised funds for the Humane Society of Huron
Valley, supporting its work caring for rescued animals. Here's what some of our Raptors had to say about their
experience.

UPIORY]

’

12



Aarya Banerjee

“I enjoyed Raptors because it was fun to wait for customers to come and sell things to them. I also
enjoyed learning more about how selling things works. Another thing I liked about Raptors was that we
were raising money not for ourselves, but for people who needed it more than we did. I thought it was
meaningful to be able to help others while also learning new skills.”

Preetisha Mukherjee

“I like doing Raptors because it's a great way to fundraise for charity. The charity is for the community
including people and animals. I take part by selling snacks and that money goes towards the charity. [
enjoy it because of how much teamwork goes towards the fundraiser.”

Evaan Saha

“Fundraising as a part of the Raptors team at the time of Durga Puja celebrations last year was a lifetime
experience. The money was raised for a good cause, as it was donated to Humane Society of Huron
Valley, an organization which shelters and takes care of rescued animals. I hope the Raptors team
organizes more fundraisers in the future.”

Imaani Tripathy

“What I enjoyed most about organizing the event was teaming up with my friends to sell delicious food
for a great cause. Working at the front counter together was a lot of fun. We had a blast setting up the stall
and selling crowd favorites like Vada Pao, chips, cookies, and other snacks. The energy was fantastic,
and it was great connecting with everyone who stopped by.”

Samaira Nath

“I liked Raptors fundraising because I discovered that I was helping something or someone. I felt good
knowing that.”

Ishanvi Das

“I liked Raptors because I got to be with my friends and help raise money for a good cause. I was really
happy last year, and [ would love to do it again!”

Aarush Mukherjee

“I want to be a part of Raptors again this year because I had so much fun selling snacks last year, and I
love the fact that the money goes to charity. Working for the cause makes me feel elated because I always
want to support those who need help.”

Small hands. Big hearts. One community.

We can't wait to see what our Swajan Raptors accomplish together at Durga Puja 2026.

13
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COMMUNITY = CULTURE = TOGETHERNESS
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Ram Creations
' Jewelry & Gifts
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28974 Orchard Lake Rd
Farmington Hills, M1 48334
248.851.1400 | info@ramcreations.com | www.ramcreations.com
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Wish you a very happy Durga Puja
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Preferred Dental Group

38000 Ann Arbor Trail, Livonia, Ml 48150
https://www.preferreddentalgroup.com/
Phone: (734) 591-3636

At Preferred Dental Group, we have extensive experience in all
aspects of modern dentistry. We offer Comprehensive Dental Care,
including everything from the Preventive Education & Routine
Hygiene that help to reduce dental problems to expert Cosmetic &
Restorative solutions for the dental issues our patients face.
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Let me help BUY or SELL your home.
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Hari KaKumanu, Realtor P
248-885-6244 Hour Detroit magazine's
Hari369 12@gmai|,com 2023,2024,2025 Real Estate All Stars

TOP 1% sales Volume in Metro Detroit
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Ishanvi Das (Third Grade)
My Trip to Disney World

Did you ever go to Disney World before? I did,
and [ am going to tell you about it. When I heard that
we were going to Disney World, I felt so joyous! I
sang, “We're going to Disney. We're going to
Disney!” It felt exciting going there for the first time.
Mama told me we would book the ticket one month
later. As you heard, one month passed, and we
booked the ticket. We waited for another two months
and thirteen days. Then came the day we were
leaving.

We ate breakfast and loaded our stuff into the
taxi. Then we were off to the Detroit airport. When
we reached there, we did all the bag drop-oft and
scanner trail things and went to our gate. We waited
for a while and then, finally, it was our turn to board,
and then, the flight started. Mama slept, and Baba
and I did a word search puzzle. It was to pass the
time. When we landed, we went straight to our next
gate, boarded the flight and passed the time the same
way.

When we reached the Orlando airport, we went
to the shuttle pickup on floor one. We used our rented
shuttle to go to the car rental. Then with the car we
rented for a week, we went to our hotel, got changed,
and fell asleep. That was the day we went to Orlando.

On the first day, we woke up and got ready to go
to the first floor for breakfast. I wore my small
orange jacket and patiently waited by the clean,
white kitchen counter. When Mama and Baba were
ready, we stepped out of the creaky, heavy door and
went off to the elevator. I was running and skipping
in the middle, but Mama and Baba walked all the
way, so | got there first. When the elevator stopped
before my eyes was the lobby and the breakfast
center, with so much breakfast on the breakfast
counter that I got hungry just by looking at it! For
breakfast, I ate a whole list of things, starting with
toast with jam, butter, egg, whipped cream, and so
much more!

When we were done, we went to our hotel room.
In the elevator on our way back, [ asked Baba, “Is this
going to happen every day?” Baba answered, “Yes,

Ishanvi. But only and just only for a week.” I felt so
happy hearing that. I thought perhaps I would have a
breakfast buffet the next day.

When we went back, Mama suggested going to
the beach, and we agreed, so we all got ready. When
we were all ready, we went out and into the car. Then
we drove there, um, I mean Baba drove us there,
because we all can't drive one car. So, back to where
we were in the story. Baba was driving us there, and
by the way, I got impatient on the way to the beach.
Finally, we arrived. We had a lot of fun at the beach.
We even collected two packs of seashells! Can you
believe it? We even got a beach tent. I also waded in
the water. It was lucky I was wearing a swimsuit,
otherwise I would have been soaking wet.

When it was time, we packed up, and at a
restaurant we ate fish and chips. On our way back, we
stopped at some shops and then, we went back to the
hotel and, straight away we went to sleep. That was
day one of our travels.

On the second day, it was the same as the day
before. All except for the food I ate. This time, I ate
walffles, toast, and lots of yummy cheese. Luckily,
we were all ready, because our shuttle arrived. We
wore “mickey” shirts. It took ten minutes to get to the
park. Inside the park we chose the “ferry boat”. The
castle got bigger and bigger as we came across the
water, and that was the best way to arrive. Then we
got to the Magic Kingdom, where all the magic takes
place.

To get into the magical place, we had to shove in
with a big crowd. Then we went to a fun ride,
Aladdin's magic carpets! It was just awesome! We
went up and down and round and round, and I felt
like [ was really flying over the desert. Then we went
to a roller coaster ride, Seven Dwarfs! It was
magnificent! The mine cars swing side to side when
you go down, and that made my tummy tickle. Few
other rides were there, and we went on them, but
finally came my favorite ride, Tiana's Bayou
Adventure! It was so fun; there was even an on-water
freefall! The splash came right up onto my face, and

17
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that is why I liked it the best. Then, we went to the
castle for the parade and fireworks. The fireworks
were so pretty! They turned the whole castle pink and
gold, like it was made out of sparkles. It will always
be in my mind! We took the monorail on the way
back. Then we took a taxi to the hotel and slept. That
was day two.

On day three, we spent some time in the hotel
pool. I went on the giant slide and fell in the five-foot
part without goggles! It was so deep that I came
jumping out and screamed! The water was so cold.
We changed quickly and went to the restaurant to get
some yummy food. Then we went to an outdoor mall,
bought some stuff and happily went back to the hotel.
That was day three!

On day four, the morning was the same! We got
ready in our mickey shirts again to go to Animal
Kingdom! It's where there are lots of fun animal rides
and animals to see and ride! First, we went to an
“Avatar” ride. It felt like I was actually there! The
mountains were floating up in the air, and I could feel
my banshee breathing under me. It will stay in my
mind forever! Then we went to some more fun rides.
The ride called Everest made me dizzy. The train
even goes backwards in the dark, and that is the part
screamed at the most. Afterwards we watched
Zootopia and went to see some animals, and we saw
a lot; we even went on a safari! The truck went
bumpity-bump and a giraffe came so close that |
could see its long purple tongue. It was an amazing
day four!

On the fifth day, we went to Epcot! Our first ride
was Garden of the Galaxy. It was like an in-the-dark
roller coaster! I enjoyed it so much! It even started
backwards with music playing, so I never knew
which way we were going next. We were literally
floating in the Galaxy! Our next ride was Soaring In
The Sky, and it showed the whole world! Super fun!
Your feet hang down in the air and you can smell the
grass and the sea, which would make you feel like
real flying. It was time for Remy's Ratatouille ride
next. It felt like we were following Remy the rat. We
were shrunk down as small as rats, and the kitchen
looked ginormous around us. Then we went to some
more rides and took a video of Epcot's giant dome
and watched a band perform. What a fun day it was!

After that, I saw an overhead line that looked
like a zip line ride. I wanted to ride it, but Mama said
that was not actually a zip line ride. It was to go
somewhere else. Maybe to go to Hollywood Studios.
Or elsewhere. We took one last photo of the glow-in-
the-dark dome, and went to Soaring one more time
before ending the day. There was a big crowd on the
way out. We drove to the hotel and slept. That's day
five!

On the last day of our trip, day six of course, we
were leaving. We said “bye-bye” to Disney and left
for the airport. On the flight, we all slept as we were
so tired of enjoyment for last few days. From airport
we called a taxi and got in to go home. We reached
and slept. That's my wonderful trip to Walt Disney
World!
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Preetisha Mukherjee
My fairies — my thoughts

Durgapuja is the time of celebration and win
over evil. I imagine in fairyland that is the constant
theme.

Fairies are mystical creatures, they sparkle like a
dewdrop in the sunlight. They have a soft glow, and
appear as an illuminating warm light in a cold dark
room. Fairies have tiny crystal delicate wings that
can get destroyed easily. They wear clothes that look
magical, such as using magic to make a dress entirely
out of gems, or their dresses could be made out of
flowers. Fairies can disguise themselves as anything,
so you better watch out! They are capable of doing
anything and they can live anywhere. Sometimes
fairies can be big or small and they are responsible
for bringing seasons to our world. They bring colour
to our grey dreary dark world and they also bring joy
and happiness into it. They are hardworking
creatures although people don't realise that. Fairies
live in an extraordinary world, full of peace, hope,
love, and without any war. We hope we become like
them and bring more harmony, love, and kindness
into our's too.

My mom is like a fairy to me although she
doesn't look like one. Why? Well, she always does
what she believes is right for me and they are proven
to be so. Also my mom is an excellent cook. She
mingles kindness into her actions. She never
complains and when she does she's only just
pretending. She shares and also cares. I learn my do's
and dont's from her. Being with her I feel like a fairy -
a soulful happy one. I love my mother so much!!!!
My mom laughs a lot which makes me feel like I'm
floating on top of the clouds. Whenever I'm feeling

down my mother has me laughing in no time. One
way that she makes me laugh is when she acts out
Hathi's voice. In case you are wondering who
“Hathi” is it is my stuffed elephant. I believe through
this voice act, she introduces me to humour, so we
can bring laughter and more laughter into everyday's
life. Everyday, we all need a simple act of joy- don't
we?

Fairies are strong minded creatures. They don't
brag about how amazing they are. They simply just
help people with whatever they need help with. I
know a person like that in my life. My dad. He is just
amazing. Just like a helping fairy, He helps me with
my homework (between you and me -he is just
brilliant with math.) Whenever I need help with
math, [ know who to go to. Anyway, my dad is the
most honest and most hardworking soul I've ever
known. Whenever I have a problem I can always go
to my dad. apart from that like a fixing fairy he fixes
anything that is wrong. He is the count on fairy I can
rely on when life may treat me unfairly (if that is even
athing!). IfThave arough day in school, all Ineed isa
warm hug from my dad. After all everyone needs a
hug or some comfort words every now and then from
acomfort fairy - Right?

I reiterate, fairies are magical creatures but with
all kinds of heart touching qualities they can be
anyone in this world. We can turn our world into a
fairy land full of love and empathy as long as we
redeem ourselves as kinder, loving, tolerant and
peaceful creatures. Let's do it.

Acknowledgement - Tinker Bell series
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Pritisha Sarkar (8th Grade)

Disconnected

The wind in the dark swayed to the music of the
night. The stars twinkled above as the world stayed
silent. Constellations painted pictures in the sky as
the flowers danced to the rhythm of the moonlight.
Even through the darkness, it was such a sight. In the
light where no one suspects it, the secrets never show
till the time comes. They hide in the beauty of the
night.

Where secrets [ wrote remain in sight. They hide
in a book of many delights. [ write and write through
the night, sometimes forgetting to turn on the light. I
wonder, why do [ never speak to others? Is it the pain
or is it the sorrow? I wouldn't know, some said I'm
heartless, some said I'm cruel, but the truth is
something I never knew.

Once upon a time, I laughed. I heard that phrase
so many times. In fairytales and the real world, yet
one has happy endings while the other doesn't. I
thought I would have one, but [ was mistaken. Then
one day a handsome prince... nevermind, because
that never happened. I stayed alone and remained
alone, and that's how I thought I would stay.

My diary was my favorite companion - the only
friend I had. It was always there for me when I
wanted to talk to someone.

“A friend,” I mused, except this one never talked
back. Deep in my thoughts, I drowned . As one might
feel, deep as the sea. I felt as if [ were drifting offin a
boat made of clouds, soft yet elegant. The real world
started to fade as the waves of my ocean of thoughts
led me away out in the sea. The dim lights of my
room, replaced by sunlight. Which felt so
unnaturally bright. I didn't understand where I was,
and why this setting felt so familiar? The sun, time,
even the clouds were the same as thatday...

I remember this, I thought. It was 70 years ago
when I was 12, and so carefree. | was walking to
school, and I smiled so brightly. Something, [ haven't
done in so long. The morning wind felt soothing
across my cheek as the scent of flowers drifted in the
air.

“Boo!”, screamed Mackia. She was one of my
closest friends! We knew each other since 1st grade
and were inseparable. We knew it and owned it. I
used to call her Mackerel just to tease her a little. She
always had the softest laugh, and she was a prankster.
She always teamed up with my brother. Oh right, my
older brother, he was so annoying! In elementary
school I used to wear little pig tails every day, and he
took that as an open opportunity to pull one of his
infamous pranks. He used the element of surprise
(something I didn't know he had) and grabbed me by
my pigtails. He pulled them in a way it looked as if he
was driving a car! I remember all those times when
my brother and Mackia used to collaborate in their
“evil” schemes.

That day Mackia and my brother decided that
was the perfect time to scare me, but little did they
know that I was running on my own agendas. |
smirked, they were as obvious as a 5-year old's
parents planning a surprise birthday party (Which
never works by the way, as we kids never forget our
birthdays). Well, let's just say by the end of the day
they were hot sticky messes, maybe covered in paint
mixed in a mystery substance. I smiled at this old
memory, perhaps they don't fade after all. I guess that
doesn't change the fact that I'm alone, but it feels nice
to be inside a bubble of memories. I feel lighter under
the reassurance of the memories from the past. The
truth is they never left me, I left my past self in the
dust all those years ago, or did I?

As I found myself snapping back to reality, the
gears in my head started turning. I picked up the
phone, I hadn't used it in so long. At least not for the
purpose of why I was using it today. I smiled, as I
brushed my fingers across the buttons. The phone
may be old fashioned, but that's the beauty of it.
Change brought along many emotions of fear,
anticipation, eagerness, and ecstasy. New may be
nice but old will always be gold. I regret learning this
too late, but I always thought life was about being
unsurpassed. Life gave gifts, not always the ones you
want, but the truth was life itself was the gift.
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EPILOGUE:

“We're sorry; you have reached a number that
has been disconnected or is no longer in service,”
stated the phone in a matter of seconds. I grimaced, I
expected this. The sound echoed across the room.

Tears filled my eyes, she's gone. I called her once
more with no luck. I smile, eyes filled with pain, I
hadn't done this in years, [ knew this wasn't to work
but it felt enlightening to feel that anticipation again.
Life is a story where the pen is in your hand, but only
fate can decide when it stops writing.
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Debrupa Chatterjee
My Puja that Travelled With Me

For a Bengali, Durga Puja is never merely a
festival, a feeling of home, togetherness, nostalgia,
and belonging that returns every autumn. However,
as life has taken me from one place to another, my
experience of Puja has changed in ways [ never
imagined. I grew up in Howrah and spent nearly 25
years celebrating Durga Puja in my colony. Those
years remain among my fondest memories with
family, friends, endless adda, delicious Puja food
and long evenings of pandal hopping. Back then, 1
never thought much about what made Puja special. It
was simply a part of life, and home was always there.

In 2020, life took me to Pune, where I began my
Ph.D. For the next four years, I celebrated Puja away
from home, surrounded by new friends and
colleagues who gradually became my extended
family. I particularly remember in 2021, one of my
seniors noticed that [ was unusually quiet during the
Puja days. Eventually, she introduced me about one
Puja to the Anandamayi Ma Ashram near my
institution, where bhog was served throughout the
five days of Puja. With a demanding Ph.D. schedule
and little freedom to leave the laboratory, I would
somehow carve out an hour during lunch, visit the
ashram, have my bhog, and return to the lab. Thus,
for me it was a modest celebration, but it became my
Puja ritual for the next four years a small piece of
home in an unfamiliar city. Additionally, my 2023
Puja brought another unexpected memory. During
the celebrations, some of photographers captured
moments from the festivities, and one of them
photographed me with my friends. Later, I was
surprised to discover that our photograph had been
published in The Times of India as part of a feature
related to Durga Puja in Kolkata in the aftermath of
the tragic RG Kar incident to represent us as
NariShakti.

Then came another important chapter of my life.
I got married in 2024, and in 2025, I moved to the
Michigan, USA with my husband. Once again, I
found myself celebrating Durga Puja far from the
place where it had all begun. Last year, I celebrated

my first Durga Puja in USA with Swajan in Ann
Arbor, Michigan. [ was not sure what to expect.
Would Puja still feel the same so far away from
Bengal?

To my surprise, it did.

Perhaps not exactly the same, but special in its
own way.

Unlike the long Puja celebrations, I had grown
up with, the probashi Puja here takes place over a
weekend, from Friday to Sunday. Knowing only a
very few people at Swajan, I was initially a little
apprehensive about joining a new community. That
feeling, however, did not last long, as that hesitation
disappeared with the start of the festival. On Friday, I
helped with the Puja decorations and later we
enjoyed a wonderful musical performance by
Bengali singer Lagnajita. The next day, I had the
opportunity to sing in front of the Swajan audience,
and

later, I participated in Dandiya and Garba
festivities with my husband, laughed, and simply
enjoyed being part of the community. Sunday
brought the most emotional moment for me. The
Puja concluded with Sindur Khela, which was my
first experience of the tradition. [ had the opportunity
to participate in boron and offer sindur to Maa
Durga. Standing before Maa with so many emotions
joy, gratitude, nostalgia, and perhaps a little
homesickness. And, of course, I cannot forget the
food! One of the things I enjoyed most about Swajan
Durga puja was the wonderful Bengali cuisine
served throughout the three days. Having different
Bengali dishes for lunch and dinner made the
celebration feel even more like home.

What touched me most throughout those three
days, however, was the way the people of Swajan
welcomed me. I had never before experienced
such a beautiful sense of belonging in a place that
was initially so unfamiliar to me. I met wonderful
people, made new friends, and felt genuinely
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welcomed. For the first time, I experienced Puja not
just as someone who had left home, but as part of a
new Bengali community that was creating a little
piece of home in a different country.

When I look back now, my Puja journey seems
to reflect my own journey through life, from the
familiar lanes of Howrah, to the busy days of my
Ph.D. in Pune, and finally to Ann Arbor, thousands
of miles away from Bengal. And perhaps that is
what I have learned through all these years:

a festival is not really about where you celebrate
it. It is about what you bring to it, the memories,
the people, the emotions, and the happiness you
share.

Home may be far away, but sometimes all it
takes is a familiar song, the sound of dhak, a plate of
bhog, a few friends, and a moment of togetherness to
make you feel at home again. Perhaps that is the
greatest magic of Durga Puja, it does not remain
behind when we leave home. It travels with us.

W
TAST
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DINE-IN
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+
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“Mo is the best Realtor I have ever worked
with! She is patient, organized, attentive to
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a fair price. Her guidance made navigating a
challenging market much easier.”

“Mo’s marketing was spot on. She provided
excellent advice, communicated promptly,
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the first day and sold above asking. We highly

recommend her.”
— Greg Burek — Ram K.
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Thinkin%_v of Buying or Selling?

Lets Talk.
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Contributor — Debadeep Pharikal
a3 (2T 5If7E oy o7 @~td SR T8 | |

Aventine Keyhole — One keyhole, two countries — Rome on one side, Vatican City on the other.
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Phire Dekha — Durga Puja 2025-26

SwaiaN <ot
Presents... g, o Durl
: E Durgotsay,
U Canada
27:09:2025:
Moitri, Seattle
05:10:2025;
Indian Cultural UK
‘Community of 10:10:2025:
Garden State, Birmingham
New Jersey 11:10:2025:
Adda of Slough

INTERNATIONAL TOUR

o S praneeth
P, |

{d = | N ) ‘ P b
A heartwarming Bengali drama where laughter meets tears, : \ ; A RMUR I I

and everyday quarrels hide extraordinary truths.

Rt - PR PROBHAT SANGEET

gne - Mridiul : ‘ ¢ : . BY NARAYAN GANGOPADHYAY
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Saraswati Puja
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Phire Dekha — Saraswati Puja 2026
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Rabindra Jayanti

Phire Dekha — Rabindra Jayanti 2026
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Compliments from

Compliments from

LET'SHAVE TEA

acuFsHChl

Bringing you the finest Chai
& Street Food experience!

@ Canton | Ann Arbor
som

c's

(%) 313-880- 0372 248 602 8565
pithaghorsweetsgrocery@gmail.com

® 2003 E 14 Mile, Sterling Height

. Michigan 48310

PITHA GHOR SWEETS

WE OFFER CATERING
SERVICES

Compliments from

Zipcode: 48374

Monday - Saturday : 10:30 am to 8:30 pm
Sunday : 10:30 am to 8:00 pm
37196 Dequindre Rd | 47230 W 10 Mile Rd | 44272 Cherry Hill Rd
Novl, MI ,

Phonec +1586-883-7838 | Phonec+1248-719-7345 | Phonec +1

Sterling Heights
Sterling Heights, MI

Zipcode: 48310

oooo\ o /w

Compliments from

L fﬁin SHREE ANJAN

J et us be a part of your divine journey...

Custom Pooja Mandhir |
designers from Michigan, USA

= ? We have a solution for all your %,_ —

Pooja Mandhir requirements ¢
Custom
Designs

Traditional &
Modern Styles

Expert
Craftsmanship

For Homes,
Offices & More

Premium NN
Quality Materials

734.506.6746

Al
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Compliments from

z8

~

GOOD FOOD | HAPPIER FAMILIES
WISHES YOU A BLESSED
16™ OCT TO 2157 OCT 2026
and happiness to you and your family.

| BRIGHTER TOMORROWS.

FAMILY | GOOD FOOD

FAITH

Compliments from

_\‘

~(\

Dr. Siraj R. Baig, DDS.,
\

Serving the community for over 30 Years providing
a fomfarta&& arrd’ﬁ-ienn‘l_"y nlmmpﬁemfor the

entire family
& WRITE A REVIEW ON
Services Offered: GOOGLE TO WIN A
o (leanings ® Dentures FREE
o Fiflings ® (Braces ELECTRIC
® Root (anals o Fxtractions TOOTHBRUSH
(Worth $150)
o Crowns and ... and many more

Bridges

SIRAJ R. BAIG, DDS, PC & ASSOCIATES
L. 2V, 23304 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington Hills, M1 48336
A sirajbaigdds@yahoo.com
www.sirajbaigdds.com
www.facebook.com/DrSirajBaig
Ph: 248-471-5534

Compliments from

New Beginnings
Start at Home. R

PERSON.
A m

built 3

ght o
(1 ESPO)
5.0 @ Comni
Clea

Complimen(s fFom

Wish You all a Very Happy Durga Puja

Samyuktha Madishetty M.D.

Board Certified in internal Medicine

Now welcoming New Patients
Accepting most Insurances
Can Communicate in Hindi and Telugu

Affiliated to Beaumont/Corewell Health Hospitals

24100 Oxford Street
Dearborn, M1 48124
Phone 313-561-3000
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Compliments from
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Compliments fFom

Compliments from
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Compliments from
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25 YEARS LEADING THE MORTGAGE RATE IN MICHIGAN

THE LOWEST RATES IN MICHIGAN OVER THE LAST 25 YEARS

HIGH QUALITY WORK FROM START TO FINISH,

GUARANTEED TO CLOSE ON TIME

24/7 SUPPORT ALL THE WAY TO CLOSING

FREE IN-HOUSE MORTGAGE CONSULTATION AND PRE-APPROVAL
WE OFFER: CONV, VA, FHA, JUMBO, NO INCOME, FOREIGN NATIONAL
WE WILL BEAT ANY RATE IN THE COUNTRY

A Best Financial Corporation

NMLS #138461

Contact: Bing Guo NMLS #138564 Web: www.abestfinancial.com
Phone: 734-476-4427 Email: rt48bg@gmail.com
Address: 42180 Ford Rd Suite 307, Canton, Ml 48187
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